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was in the prime of life. His unexpected success was broaden-
ing and mellowing his nature, but neither hardened nor
spoilt him. Mr. A. H. Bremner, still practising in the middle
'eighties, the doyen of the Junior Bar and as great an expert
on income tax law as any man in England, has given me an
idea of the impression which Carson immediately made on
his colleagues ; they made friends at once, these two great
gentlemen of the Bar. " I go back," said Mr. Bremner, " to
Gockburn, Herschell, Day, Henry James, Lawson Walton,
Edward Clarke ; I have seen all the leaders who have taken
their places till the present day, and I put Carson first. I
was always deeply attached to him from being his junior.
I, who was with him so much then, can say without hesita-
tion that Carson was the most successful nisi prius advocate
in my long career : if a point of law turned up suddenly,
unlike many nisi prius advocates he was always able to deal
with it, and not only in matters of Common Law, but also
on questions of Companies or Chancery. His manners were
always quiet: many were the jury cases we won together :
but he wanted no aid from me ; he always knew every point:
it was impossible to disturb him in Court. I don't think any-
thing terrified Carson in Court or out of it; he was never
hazy about either the law or facts, as so many leaders are.
His humour, too, was on a higher level than that of any
leader I have known. Sir John Day was the only man who
could come near him for this while he was at the Bar ; but
when he got on the Bench he thought he ought not to in-
dulge in ridicule.
" Sometimes he would send me a note at about five o'clock,
* Are you doing anything this evening ? Will you come and
have some dinner, and we'll talk over the case.' After dinner
he would pick up half a sheet of notepaper : he would go
through the whole case very carefully for two hours: when
a good point arose for cross-examination, he would make
some cabalistic little mark on the paper : that would be all
the note he would take ; but the next day he would remember
it all, take his point, which would always be the right one,
amplify it, and drive the witness into a corner. The witnesses
could not get away ; Carson mesmerised them ; he was